
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

THE MIDDLE VIEW 

     I’ve had lots of heroes—lots of people I’ve 
wanted to be like.  To this day, I can still feel 
the excitement in 1944 as I opened the first 
installment of my Charles Atlas exercise 
course.  I had saved my money and sent away 
for those lessons... In 1944, I was a chubby 
and weak sixteen-year-old, and Charles Atlas 
was trim and strong… Many months and 
many lessons later, I still didn’t look like 
Charles Atlas.  Now happily I don’t need to.   
     Maybe it’s natural, especially when we’re 
little and feel weak, to choose “outside” kinds 
of heroes and superheroes who keep us safe in 
a scary world. 
     My next hero was a “big man on campus” 
in our high school: Jim Stumbaugh.  He could 
do anything.  A letterman in basketball, foot-
ball and track, he made all A’s….we became 
lifelong friends.  Many years after high school 
when Jim’s teenage son was killed in an auto-
mobile accident, I was there for him.  The way 
he lived through that terrible time and the way 
he lived through his own years of cancer con-
firmed my pick of a hero.  Jim looked like 
Charles Atlas but ended up looking like Ma-
hatma Gandhi.  What’s amazing to me is that 
he always acted like that peace-filled Gandhi. 
    Recently I’ve added an “unknown hero” to 
my list: the person who drives the car I saw 
the other day, the parked car with the flashing 
lights and the sign that reads, “Vintage Volun-
teer...Home Delivered Meals.”  
     So those are some of my heroes now: the 
Charles Atlases of my elder years!  They’re 
the kind of people who help all of us come to 
realize that “biggest” doesn’t necessarily 
mean “best,” that the most important things in 
life are inside things like feelings and wonder 
and love—and that the ultimate happiness is 
being able sometimes, somehow to help our 
neighbor become a hero too.     
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Calendar  

April 5th 
End of the  

third quarter 
 
 

April 7th 
Regular School 

Day 

 

 
April 11th 

Spring Concert I 
7:30 at the  

High School 

 

 
April 12th 

Early Dismissal 
Buses leave at 3:10 

 

 
April 13—21 
Spring Recess 
Schools Closed 

 

 

 
April 25th 

Board of Educa-
tion Meeting 8:15 

 

  

We all need heroes whether we are fourteen  
or forty —  I would like to share with you 

something that one of my heroes, Mr. Fred 
Rogers,  wrote: 

 

“IF YOU THINK  
EDUCATION IS  

EXPENSIVE, TRY  
IGNORANCE.”    

              — DEREK BOK 

http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/ 

ReminderReminderReminder   
April 7th, 2006 will be a 

regular school day.  All 

students and staff will be  

attending school. 

Benjamin Franklin Essay Winner 
 

Seventh grade student, Robert Pena, won the 
prestigious Daughters of the American  
Revolution essay contest for the Colonel 
Ogden Chapter , the local Garden City Chap-
ter.  The topic was “Benjamin Franklin—More 
Than a Revolutionary”  



Gymnastics Competition Winner 
 

Middle School student, Brianna Lynch, won the highest overall scores in a recent gymnastics meet 

at the High School.  In addition, announced coach George Kast, she won first place on the balance 

beam, second place in the vault, third place on parallel bars, and ninth place in floor exercise.  She 

also won best all around gymnast. 

Sixth Graders Become "French/Spanish Idols" 
 

Sixth grade French and Spanish students in Mr. Strauzer's classes reviewed their animals and 

animal sounds in French by recreating and presenting the childhood song, "Old MacDonald." They 

were asked to include several animals in French and the sounds they make.  It was then "show 

time!"  The students then sang their new world language song to their classmates.  This enjoyable 

activity reviewed Checkpoint A vocabulary and was a great way for students to practice their pro-

nunciation and for their teacher to assess them in a non-traditional way.  Magnifique!! ¡Magnífico! 

Eighth Grade French Students Follow Directions 
 

Mr. Strauzer's eighth grade French class recently completed two interesting, fun activi-

ties.  The first activity asked them to review formal commands by writing a series of six di-

rections in French leading a classmate to a particular part of the school.  One student read 

the directions using a walkie-talkie from "Command Central," (our classroom), while the 

other student listened and followed these directions. The "walkers" were  given a specific 

time limit and, upon their return, had to tell the class where they ended up.  The class did a 

great job, enjoyed themselves, and reviewed a difficult grammatical topic with ease!!! This 

activity is becoming a perennial favorite!!!  Fantastique!!! 



"Getting to Know...Oklahoma" 

Cast  
    March 24th                   March 25th          
Aunt Eller Murphy:         Arielle Gogh                      Emily Monaghan 
 Curly McLain:                   Donnie Casler                   Dan Giordano 
 Laurey Williams:             Leslie Diana                       Melissa Johnston 
 Jud Fry:                                Nolan Wilder                    Gabe Mollica                     
 Will Parker:                        Chris Burcheri                  Tommy Elustondo 
 Ado Annie Carnes:           Joanna Malaszczyk         Heidi Jaye 
 The Peddler:                       Joe Boccia                          Justin Maloney 
 Gertie Cummings:            Sarah Cordell                    Monika Mohacsi              
 Andrew Carnes:                Ron Giumenta                  Robert Pietrzak 
 Ike Skidmore:                    Carlos Mancia                   Stephen Falzone 
 Cord Elam:                          Robby Doud                        Richard Pietrzak 
 Fred:                                      Dan Beecher                      Andrew Reichenbach 
 Slim:                                      Kevin Shulman                 Beau Lardner 
 Mike:                                      Kevin Welsh                      Kevin Welsh 
 Joe:                                         Chris Diglio                        Andrew LaGreca 
 Tom:                                      Brian Noonan                   Chris Regan 
 Vivian:                                  Kim Rieger                         Michelle Velez 
 Ellen:                                     Emma Kane                       Anne Wilder 
 Kate:                                      Michelle Finneran           Kay Mollica 
 Virginia   Emma Volz  Alina Ranjbaran 

Dream Laurey   Alexandra Kolsen  Katie Reilly 

 CHORUS 
 

 Jackie Cosgrove                    Ali Ramsland      Jillian Yoo  
Cherilyn Curia       Alexis Yeboah-Kodie    Zoe Zeno                       
Gabby Garcia                       Jackie Saeli     Julia Vittore 
Madeleine Gong            Amanda Sena       Helen Minett                         
Katie Harrington                  Lauren Soviero     Madeline Santulli 
Jacki Manning               Kristen Steinhardt    Emily Swartz 

Charlotte Boliver                              Katie Masters                     Carley Phelan                        
Amanda Bressingham                     Bridget McDonagh            Suzanne Tomitz 
Chelsea Bressingham                      Emily Tudisco     Caroline McQuade           

Dana Condulis                                 Alexa Vittore     Lauren Pesce                        
Kim Combatti                       Kaitlyn Williams    Christi Clarke                                
Mary Kate Wallace  Aileen Quattlander              Brittany Colavito                  

 BACKSTAGE CREW 
 Julia Covell 

Jerry D’Aversa 
Bobby Heineman 
K C  Hesterberg 
Jennifer Jaeger 

Kathleen Kiernan 
Bernard Krumm 

Victor Prieto 
Matt Storz 

Emily Werner 
Michael Szuba 

LIGHTING &  
SOUND CREW 

 
 Brendan Adams 

Devin Cerise 
Chris LaGreca 

Gary Malfa 
Meghan Murphy 

Brian Plaut 
Alfred Russo 

USHERS / CONCESSION & 
FLOWER SALES 

 Pat Conboy 
John Grocki 

Brittany Maclay 
Shana Maglio 
Bridgid Reina 

Liz Weber 
  

HAIR / MAKE-UP / COS-
TUMES 

  
Victoria Trentacoste 

Staff 
Directors: Mr. Lee and Mr. Pollitt 
Dance:  Ms. Pellettieri 
Choral:  Ms. Chessman 
Chaperones: Ms. Marigliano 
  Ms. Magee 
  Ms. Tighe 



SOME GOOD NEWS 
A SUMMARY OF SURVEY 

FINDINGS 
 
 

∗ Almost 90% of middle school students 
report their parents and teachers have 
talked to them about the problems of al-
cohol and drugs. 

∗ 86.6% of students at Garden City report 
they make good grades. 

∗ 80% of students participate in various 
school activities, teams and clubs. 

∗ Most Garden City students are Not in-
volved with cocaine, heroin, steroids, ec-
stasy or oxycontin. 

∗ Up to 93% of students report feeling safe 
at school. “School” is the place identified 
as least likely for students to use alcohol, 
tobacco or other drugs. 

 
 
“Kids who are close to their parents are 

the least likely to engage in risky behaviors.  
The more involved you are in your children’s lives,  

the more valued they’ll feel, and the more likely  
they’ll be to respond to you.” 

 
 

Tips and Ideas to Help You 
Make a Difference 

 
∗ Don’t be afraid to ask where your children are 

going, who they’ll be with and what they’ll be 
doing.  

 
∗ Get to know your child’s friends – and their par-

ents – so you’re familiar with their activities. 
 
∗ Be absolutely clear with your children that you 

don’t want them using drugs. Ever. Anywhere. 
 
∗ Alcohol is not a rite of passage. Don’t leave 

room for interpretation. And talk often about the 
dangers and results of using alcohol, cigarettes 
and drugs. Once or twice a year isn’t enough. 
Talk until they roll their eyes at you. 

 
 

∗ Give honest answers. Don’t make up what you don’t know; 
offer to find out. Let them know what’s important: that you 
don’t want them using alcohol or drugs. This is your family 
rule and there will be consequences for breaking it. 

 
∗ Be a living, day-to-day example of your value system. 

Show the compassion, honesty, generosity and openness you 
want your child to have. 

 
∗ Examine your own behavior. If you smoke, or abuse drugs 

or alcohol, know that your children are inevitably going to 
pick up on it. If you laugh uproariously at a movie when 
someone is drunk or using drugs, what message does that 
send to a child? 

 
∗ Lay down the law. Children between the ages of 11-13 are 

at high risk for experimentation with drugs and alcohol. For-
tunately (even though they will say otherwise) they still 
crave structure and guidance. They want you to show them 
you care enough to set limits. Set a curfew and enforce it. 
Negotiate for special occasions. Have your children check in 
at regular times, give them a phone card, if necessary. Com-
municate with the parents of your children’s friends. 

 
∗ Listen to your instincts. Don’t be afraid to intervene, if your 

gut tells you that something is wrong. Seek help from profes-
sionals in your school and community. 

 
∗ Praise and reward. Accentuate the positive. Emphasize the 

things your child does right. Restrain the urge to be critical. 
Affection and respect will reinforce good behavior. 

 

* 
  
⇒ Research shows that teenagers who start drinking 

before age 15 are four times more likely to become 
alcohol dependent as those who begin drinking at 
age 21, the legal drinking age. 

 
⇒ National studies show that the average age when a 

child first tries alcohol is 11, and many kids become 
curious about these substances even sooner. It’s 
never too soon to start talking. Besides, you want 
them to hear it from you first, before friends or TV 
can confuse them with inaccurate information. 

 


